COMMENTS FROM WORLD COUNCIL OF CREDIT UNIONS (WOCCU)

My name is Anna Cora Evans and I am commenting on behalf of the World Council of Credit Unions. Briefly, I want to underscore the critical need for the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief to support a multisectoral response to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. As we all know, there are Plan targets for Preventing New Infections, Providing Antiretroviral Treatment and Caring for HIV-infected individuals, including orphans. I will address two of these important targets.

First, for meeting the challenge of preventing new infections, it is important to survey the landscape of community-based organizations (not necessarily health service providers) that have large scale outreach in rural areas and offer an existing network, an infrastructure through which messages of prevention and referrals to health service providers can be delivered to vast numbers of people. Credit unions and other member-owned community organizations already have the trust of the member-clients that they serve. For example, in Kenya, where credit unions serve 1.5 million members, adding value-added services such as giving referrals to testing centers on savings deposit slips or having an outside health expert offer prevention seminars on already existing quarterly member education days may be a lower-cost and higher yielding alternative than extending the operations of a program dedicated to prevention of HIV infection to remote communities. 

Second, for reaching the goal of caring for and supporting HIV-infected individuals, I will quote USAID’s Expanded Response to HIV/AIDS Report to Congress from June 2002. The report confirms on page 1 that HIV/AIDS’ “most immediate impact is financial – loss of income and increased medical expenditures, particularly when the ill family member is the principal breadwinner.”

A health care –only response will not yield optimal results for individuals that are infected as well as affected by HIV/AIDS. HIV/AIDS has financial impacts that necessitate households having access to financial services to cope with the expenses related to the pandemic. In African credit unions we have seen members confronted with increased expenses for medical and hospitalization bills, funerals, school fees for additional dependents (orphans fostered by extended families) while at the same time we have noted member households with the loss of employment of the breadwinner seeking financing to launch income generating activities to bring a stream of income into the household. We must keep in mind that assuring adequate income in households so that they can be food secure and provide daily nutritional requirements for HIV/AIDS-infected individuals is an essential component of HIV/AIDS care and support. 

� Report to Congress: USAID’s Expanded Response to HIV/AIDS, June 2002, p. 1.





