INTERNATIONAL SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HIV/AIDS (PACHA)

AFRICARE STATEMENT

Madame Chairperson:

On behalf of President, Julius Coles, and staff members of Africare, I am very pleased to have this opportunity to share the Africare HIV/AIDS experience and give support to the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief and the mission of this body.

Founded in 1970, Africare is the largest African American owned 501 (c)(3) non-profit development organization in the U.S. We currently have 150 development projects in 26 African countries with 1400 employees—95% in Africa and 93% are Africans.  Africare has provided over $450 million development assistance to Africa over the last three decades. Africare’s mission is to improve the quality of life by assisting African families, communities and nations with a multisectoral community-based strategy in three principal areas: HIV/AIDS, Health, Agriculture and Food Security   

Africare’s philosophy of work is to strengthen community-based initiatives, scale up best practices and provide assistance to make these initiatives sustainable. Africare seeks to promote public-private partnerships to build capacity and infrastructure to mitigate the HIV/AIDS crisis. 

Africare has supported national efforts in Africa to combat the AIDS epidemic since 1987.  I would like to share with you just a few of Africare’s accomplishments in HIV/AIDS prevention and care.

1. Africare is currently providing over $12 million in HIV/AIDS prevention and care services to 18 countries in sub-Saharan Africa.  Our partnerships include major American corporations, foundations and various international organizations.   

2. The Africare HIV/AIDS Service Corps Initiative was launched on June 1, 2002 in 10 countries.  The initiative’s theme is “Africans Helping Africans.”   It is based on the Peace Corps concept with the main difference being all volunteers are Africans who are trained to provide HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and care services in their own communities.  This project was started with Africare’s own unrestricted funds.  This investment has leveraged grants from the Donner and Hilton Foundations to expand this initiative within existing countries and into new ones. 

3. Africare is using modern technology (satellite radio and lap-top computers) to broadcast HIV/AIDS prevention (using the ABC Model —abstinence, be faithful and condom use) and care messages to rural communities in Uganda and Zambia.  Monthly programs are broadcast to radio listening groups complimented by voluntary counseling & testing services and community-based distribution of condoms.  This project brings communities together and increases communication among all stakeholders to discuss HIV/AIDS issues and take action to address the crisis in their own communities.

Evaluation findings demonstrate that the Africare/First Voice International (AFI) Initiative is making significant progress toward its objectives.  Community interest and involvement has been overwhelming, and project volunteers have shown impressive initiative in reaching out to schools and outlying villages to share the programs and HIV messages.  The AFI community activities have reached over 53,000 participants.  Project beneficiaries demonstrate a high awareness of the HIV prevention methods, such as abstinence, condoms, and limiting sexual partners.  This increased awareness correlates with increased discussion about HIV, prevention, and testing, among sexual partners, family members, and others.  Demand for VCT services is increasing steadily and respondents report reduced stigmatizing and discriminatory attitudes toward people living with HIV/AIDS.

4. Africare has developed innovative approaches to HIV/AIDS prevention among youth—Youth Friendly Centers that not only provide HIV/AIDS information but also job training, life skills, VCT services and peer counseling; AIDS Action Clubs at the secondary school level where young people develop and deliver youth sensitive HIV/AIDS prevention messages, engage in micro-enterprises to assist orphans and vulnerable children with funds and basic needs so that they can remain in school; and the organization of Youth Forums to promote HIV/AIDS advocacy at local regional and national levels.  Through this initiative Zambia has established a permanent seat for youth representation on the National HIV/AIDS Council.  

5. The Adolescent Reproductive Health (1999-2002) revealed that Africare has been able to reach over 2 million youth (10 – 25 age group) in Southern Africa (Malawi, South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe) with reproductive health and HIV/AIDS prevention messages that have led to significant behavior change among the target population.  Based on these results, Africare received a follow-on grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to consolidate these accomplishments three of the four countries involved in Phase I. 

6. Africare’s largest HIV/AIDS program is the Benin HIV/AIDS Prevention Program (BHAPP) technical assistance project which seeks to reduce the transmission of HIV/AIDS in Benin through strengthening the capacity of the National AIDS Program (PNLS) to coordinate and manage a nationwide multi-sectoral HIV/AIDS program and through improving the supply and demand for Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) and HIV/AIDS services at the regional and community level.  Africare supports the PNLS to improve national planning and project coordination among donors, as well as project monitoring and evaluation. 

A very good demonstration of our effort to scale up our HIV/AIDS programs is the Africare, Disease Management Foundation and the Eastern Cape Department of Health’s initiative in South Africa.  This five-year program will provide a wide spectrum of HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment and support services to 30,000 people living with AIDS, their families and affected communities.  In this project, hospital and clinic-based treatment management will be linked to extensive efforts that engage community volunteers, faith and community-based organizations in the provision of community services that focus on education, behavior change communication including the ABC Model, home-based counseling, care and support. 

Africare is well positioned to play a leading role in achieving the objectives of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief with its 33 years of development experience in Africa, offices in 26 countries, its multisectoral community-based strategy and highly motivated and committed staff.   We applaud the urgency with which the Administration has given this crisis and we look forward to working with you and our colleagues around the world to make HIV/AIDS a historical event.
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